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Defini(ons	-	Populism	
•  Poli(cal	ideas	and	ac(vi(es	that	are	

intended	to	get	the	support	of	
ordinary	people	by	giving	them	
what	they	want	(h8ps://
dic(onary.cambridge.org/dic(onary/english/
populism)	

•  Populism	is	a	“thin	ideology”,	one	
that	merely	sets	up	a	framework:	
that	of	a	pure	people	versus	a	
corrupt	elite.		

						(Cas	Mudde,	University	of	Georgia,	2004)	



Defini(ons	-	Post-truth	
(Adj)	Rela(ng	to	or	deno(ng	circumstances	in	
which	objec(ve	facts	are	less	influen(al	in	
shaping	public	opinion	than	appeals	to	emo(on	
and	personal	belief	
	
Source:	English	oxford	living	dic(onaries	



Populism,	post-truth	and	science	
•  Populism	provides	a	

framework	for	polariza(on	
between	«the	pure	and	the	
corrupt»	and	post-truth		
provides	informa(on	that	is	
governed	by	the	influence	
of	emo(ons	rather	than	
facts.	

•  Devalue	competence	

•  Science	does	not	
provide	black-and-white	
answers,	it	is	subject	to	
error	and	is	influenced	
by	facts	rather	than	
emo(ons	

•  It	relies	on	competence	



Speed	



An(-vaccine	sen(ment	



Laboratory	
experiments	on	
animals	
	
Animals	2013,	3(1),	238-273;	doi:10.3390/
ani3010238	
	
Review	
Animal	Experiments	in	Biomedical	Research:	
A	Historical	Perspec(ve	
	
By	Nuno	Henrique	Franco	





News	of	professional	relevance	
	
		

•  Ignorable	
•  Concerning	
•  Worrysome		
•  Alarming	 Vaccina(on	and	au(sm	in	dogs	



Concerning	



Worrysome	



Alarming	



Alarming	





Conspiracy	theory	
•  Several	«an(-science»	

movements	are	based	on	the	
conspiracy	theory	

•  Competence	is	devalued		and	
shaken	and	bizarre	theories	
are	proposed	





More	than	an	Emerging	Threat	
•  Science,	scien(sts	and	scien(fic	ins(tu(ons	are	under	a8ack		

from	populist	movements	worldwide	
•  The	biggest	risk	that	we	are	exposed	to	is	that	our	personal	and	

ins(tu(onal	scien(fic	credibility	is	shaken	
•  Prejudice,	biased	cri(cism	and	slander		are	the	new	emerging	

«viral»	pathogens	we	will	have	to	fight.	

	



Preparedness	and	response	
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